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H E Reader is dh d to take Notite; 
.** that the following Sermon bad ever. 
een the World bad not ſome Mifrepreſen- | 

tationt of it, which. manifefily tende to 
 kefſen the. Author's Character, render 4 
tbe r of it See fo the Excul- 


1 the es World may be 4 
| furpriz'd to bear that any. Diſpleaſure 
ou d be ſbewn, any Glamour rait d, a- 
_ gainſt a Diſcourſe that it of the bealing 
| Kind, and which tuo is penn d With all due 
| A Ss. Om 


\ - 


* 


— 


* 
3 
9 
IA 5 
1 
1 
5 
5 F, 
wo - 
2 
* 


4 


305 is owing 70 


—_— of particular Words, or Phraſes, 
or that is a nen \ Employment.) and 


bo Information, aud wil puy u due Re- 
r „„ | 


i PR. 4 PREFACE. 

Bete of e, 4 her thr of 
In /appreben/ion in 
theje Thur beurd it, ind Mifnformation 
in thofe rbur id nor, un Opportunity is 


now given to one, as well as to the other, 


of reporting norhing but what in Fatt 
was ſaid; and it is hop'd that whoever 

reads it will paſs no Judgment upon it 

but whats coolly, ani deliberately;fofnt'd, 


ronfid*ring ir with the Catidfir and. 


 Impartiality that ſhou'd be in every real 


Friend to Truth, and avoiding every Re- 
Fbecd ion that bas the deaft Appearance of | 


 "Monature in it; 'moreover forbearing to 


criticiſe upon the-Propriety, or Impropri- 


conſidering only whether the main Princt- 


© ples therein laid down are right or no: 


If they tire really dangerous, it wou'd be | 
well in thoſe that ſee it, to favour the 
"World, or at Teaft the Author, with their 


© Reaſorts why they ure b; be is'a Friend 


Th PREFACE, * 


gard to it, without Reſpe of. Perſons, 
provided it be given 17 6 Jenpole, good- 
natured Way ; but no ® unfriendly, low 
Performgnces will merit bs. Attention. : 


" Much Bi fterneſi has indeed been ſoewn 
againſt the- Aut bor for preaching this Ser. 
mon, but, as be values not the Di ipleaſture 
of Men, for daing what in bis onſcience 
. LA his Duty, he is not at all 405 
| aged by ſuch Methods ; they but con- 
4 1 that what be ſaid was ſeaſona- 
ble, and till be bas better Proofs than © 
Paſſon, and Reſentment, be ſhall not only 
believe that what ho bas ſaid was right ' 
in itſe f but likewiſe right to be matte” 
Uſe of in the Place and Manner that it 
wat. Bt FT, 


Nothing more will now be added (after - 


aſſuring the Publick that the Sermon bas , 


not g's altered * it 10 Preoch d 
ban 
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than the bearty and fracere Wiſes of the 
Author, that what he intended for the 
Good of a fingle Congregation may not on- 
ty anſwer that Intent, but may profit like- 
. wiſe every one that reads it, to the pro- 
- moting of that Moderation towards all 
Men, wwbich becometh us as Chriſtians, it | 
the Ornament of our Profe Mon, and which 
therefore we (ould labour to maintain, as 
we defire to walk wotthy of the Vocati- 
on wherewith we are called, with all 
bs, Lowlineſs, and Meekneſs, with Long- 
{uffering forbearing one anather in Love, 
| 2 to F=?, the * of the 


PHILIPPIANS — 


Men. 
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than Perſecution, ſo nothing 
is more likely to promote the 
Intereſt of it than Moderation.  *A per- 


ſecuting Church can hardly be the true 


one ; for, as Tertullian has well obſerv'd, 


Religion prefſeth no Man; her Followers 
muſt come freely. He that fights againſt” 


Error, muſt be armed with Charity-and 
Forbearance, Piety and Reaſon: The 
Weapons that are made Uſe of more 
than theſe belong not to the Chriſtian 
Warfare; for the Servants of the Lord 
eg be gentle unto all Men, in Meekneſs 


We 


Le your Moderation be known unto 0 of $ 


ht GR ih Ds: 
mage to the Chriſtian Cauſe 


Cy OOO —˙˖m ! a the ne ch 
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2 the Conſcience; that would 


2 Secondly, Examine which of them comes 
'_ Heareſt| to the Spirit of a good Chriſtian. 


6899 


' TifruBling thaſe that oppoſe tbemſelves, 


if God peradventure will gius them Re- 


 " fentance ta the deknowledvitty of the 


Trutb. Had Seyetity been agretable to 
the Goſpel Diſperifition, ſtrange that our 


Lord himſelf ſhould be fo averſe to it as 


to preach the very contrary.” The World 


had indeed been convinc'd, that he was 
truly the Son of God, by the Aſſiſtance | 


of more than twelve Legions f Angels | 


but their Belief had then been extorted 
from them': Chriſt therefore, by deny- 
ing to eſtabliſh Truth by Force, has for- 


bid Mankind the Practice of it. How - 


ever, ſome there are, that being wiſe a- 


bove what is written, exclude Sincerity, 


be glad to have Toleration- denyd to 


| thoſe that cannot think as they do- To 
correct therefore this Miſtake in the 
Members of our own Communion; I 
ſhall giye you, Firſt, The Characters of 


che Moderate and Rigid Churchman- 


and 


1 


and — fi, | | 
lande Concluding with Ons WIND An 


ferences. froma the, whole. 


The rigid Mow ee allae is | 
bels to the Church, that cannot, think 


her Liturgy, and every Appendags af it, 
iaticely perfect: He looks upon himſelf 


ſerted the contrary io he her natural Er 
| 3 and ſuch as would, overturn, ber. 


cy, nay: che moſt palpable Wickedneſe, 


de got ſo doings; He cares hot how: 


much Heat and Viclence he ſhews to- 


wards: _ ot oY 


1344 #84 


had they Power. He believes: that we, 

ought to give up aothing, not the maſt | 

indifferent Ceremomy, tho, it were % 
unite every Sect to us; that Diſſentets? 

1 0 are in Duty bound to give up all, eſteem- | 
ing them guilty of the groſſeſt Obſtina- 


to be the greateſt Friend tg the Church, 
thoſe'that wiſh for a Comprebenſion, be- 2 
ing abſolutely poſitine that there can be 
no Alterations in her for. the better, and 
ficmly believing every one that has al>. 


RE 
tr 
„r 
bas learned to * the Man becauſe of 
his Opinion. He has in Fact « greater 
| Regard to outward Profeſſion than to in- 
ward Sincerity, believing in, and con- 
tending for, Church Authority to oblige 
Men to a particular Communion, 
The Moderate Man is juſt the reverſe , 
ol all this. His Reaſon for being of the 
Church is, becauſe, upon the whole, he 
believes it is the beſt Inſtitution, but 
never contends for the Perfection of it. 
The Ceremonies annex d to Worſhip he 
approves, that all Things may be done 
Decently and in Order; but when he 
is convinc'd that any of thoſe in Uſe are 
either trifling, or unneceſſary, he is not 
for retaining them, to the Damage of 
Chriſtian Unity, believing that by this 
Means he ſhews | himſelf a greater 
Friend to the Church, than by obſti- 
nately perſiſting in the Retention of ſuch 
Circumſtantials, as all cannot conſcien- 
tiouſly uſe. And as he is thus diſpos'd. 
to cement different Communions by a 
reaſonable Comprehenſion, ſo till that 


co] 


Et 11 ) 
wal be effected, he i is candidly diſpor'd 0 
to all; he reaſons indeed, but he never 
rails ; he treats all with Kindneſs, none 
with Hatred; and thoſe that cannot 
conſcientiouſly meet him in the Church, 
he will ſalute in the Streets with an im- 
partial Sincerity. Whoever has ſincere» 
ly taken the beſt Means to inform him- 
ſelf of what is right, and then acts ac- 
cording to the Dictates of his Conſci- 
| ence, he looks upon to be as honeſt as 
himſelf; and tho perhaps he is a Mem- 


ber of a different Communion, yet he 


can ſuppoſe him to be as good as him- 
ſelf; for Acceptance with God, he nei- 
ther hopes, nor believes, to be confined 
to any particular Church, 8 
But having mentioned what is ui. | 
ent to our preſent purpoſe of the Cha- 
rafters of theſe different Men, let us 
next enquire which of them comes near 
eſt to the Spirit of a good Chriſtian, and 
a e rebar 49 Fg 
land. 


um ) 
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pinions of Ferſection in the Church, 


uud their Averſion to Alterations in 


ber. 


e eee 


:& faves; thee 


de Natur of human Conſtitutions, will 


readily; allow. the-Impoſlibility: of Per- 
fection in any of them; and whoever 


| | conſiders the Mutability of human 
| Things, will grant that nothing cap. be 


|  dpnitly xequir'd no. Subſcription to Here 


ſ o well deyis'd, or ſo ſure eſtabliſh'd 
Which, in Continvance. of Time, will 


not he corrupted, A Change of Cirn- 


cumſtanees, to which the beſt conſti⸗ 
| tuted State is liable, will require ſuch 
Alterations as once would have been 
| needleſs: And Improvement of Obſex- 
vation will demand ſuch Regulations as, 
' nothing elſe could haye diſcoyer'd | 10 
have 3 Tight. Of this, the wiſe 
Founders of the Eſtablifh'd Church of 
England were very ſenſible, ; they pru · 


fection in the Church, well knowing 


what they but laid the Foundation Stone 
F Bus ; of 


1 5 


of a 100 Stef Balldtng than 
_ Evita NY, hs comnpleatedd. _ 
neg Prayer, finds it was firſt pro- 
ly eotnpiPd in the Year 1 $45, hs 
Undergohe” ſixteen” Alterations, 28 De- 


1 


eas became Viflble, and Offene W 


| thereby given to khe promoting of 86- 


pararions and Divifons: Notte Exam- 


fon 


Laps d fine \ the laft Review,” this experi- 


The Amendimetits, at that Time made, 


were not folficient. 1 Cbud *proditce | 


yon wany Inſtances; but I forbeat; for 
am very ſenfibte bow tender a FPoimt 
I am diſcuffing. However, I Gannot 


© on, the mätureſt and moſt her Won 
deration, 1 take him to be i greäter 
Friend to Chriſtianity in ” general, and 


to this Church 1 in particolar, who ftü- i 


"dies to unite as many Difſenters as may 


be to us, by « reaſonable 


nothing to gain over to us 


great a 


es theſe fit for the preſetit Age to 
itate! For, As niflety Years have e- 


end d Age "Has juftly dteover d, -thit 


but obſerve, that" for my own Part, up- 


Comprehen- | 
Hon, than hie who is be is, it 


403. 


| Body, aa, cen the wiſer and_better Sor 


of the Diſſenters are? It may pert 


be ung d againſt a Reviſal of the Litur- 


&y, that they. diſſent unreaſonably. Let 


us examine therefore the Strength of 
; [indeed will ſeem 


this. The Charge 
true to one that belioves e « That in the 
2 * conſtant Doctrine of the Church or 
« England, there is no Error w 

% may neceſſitate or warrant. any Man 
< to diſturb the Peace, ot retiounce the 
10 Communion of it.” But what Re- 
ception will it meet with from Men of a 


different Perſuaſion? I am afraid they 


will retort it back upon ourſelves, Ma- 


* 
/ 


o 


ny Diſſenters, for Inſtance, would join 


us, but cannot conſcientiouſly, 
ſome Things, to the beſt, of their Ju 
mente, appear too wrong to be 
ply'd with, But, is therefore thei 
ent _ unreaſonable ? We ſhoe 


* 


Think ſo; tor! know nothing elſe. that 
Warrants 


| T7 4 , e ? ' 4 5 
. a » . _ 
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of Rome. 
But granting dice all Diflcn 


yet ſo long as nothing is requeſted but 
what may be complied with without 


Damage. to the Purity or Deceney ok 


our Worſhip, ſomething ſhould be con- 


could be nothing wrong in it; becauſe 
nothing 


England has diſown'd ;. for in the Pre- 
1 to the Liturgy we are told, that 


the Alterations which appear'd to the 


« Church, in any Degree, requiſite of 
« expedient, ſhe willingly aſſented to, 


4 not enforced ſo to do by any Strength 
e of Argument, convincing her of the 


20 Necefſity of ſuch Alterations; for the | 
« believ'd 5 former Book to contain 


« nothing contrary to the Word of 
a God, or to ſound Doarine, or which 


Fr 
warrants nc Spur from the Church 


ah from 
the Church of England is unreaſonable, 


. ceded to purchaſe Unity ;.at leaſt there 


is propos d but what is deſirable 


in wel? though we ſhould not gain to 
us one Difſenter"; ; Whoever is averſe to 


this, is of a Temper which the Church of 


rides 2 
0 
. 


e 


and, as it were, hy 2 


*& 


0 1 


ir 4 godly Man might not conſtienti- 
« ouſly Uſe, or which was not defen- 


= « . FR as a human Compoſition ; ; her 


general Deſign was therefore not to 
10 725 any Party in their unteaſon- 


40 able Dewands, but to do that which 


t ſhe conceiv'd might tend moſt to the 


_ © Preſervation of Peace and Unity in 


40 the Church, che procuring of Reve- * 


. « rence, and, excitipg of Picty and 


© yotion in the pu Blick Worship of 
D God, and the cutting off Occaſion | 
10 from, them that ſeek Occafion of Ca- 
te vil, or Quarrel againſt the Liturgy 
« "of the, Church,” Here was an An. | 


Lance of the noble Moderatian ry 
cauſe Unity and Peace were diſre 


er. 


in 


quence, Devotion too, "the" Chu ch con- | 
ſented to heal theſe Wounds by altering, 


| what, upon any ocher Account, he 


faw, no Ne cefſity . Wher 
is the Weakoels then of | trying once 


mom, this truly Catholic Experi iment ＋ 


If it was Wildom * tis Wiſdom 
now 3 


| (17) | 
news the ſane Reaſons plead for it; 


Our Harmony is not ſo general as might | 
be wiſh'd ; neither Reverence, nor Pie- 


ty, nor Devotion, are yet ſo Univerſal 
2 might de hop d for; and the Litur- 
gy would be fo far from ſuffering by all 
this, that it might really, as it did then, 


ay; | 


his Neighbour unworthy of Civility be- 


the one drives him from him by a fierce 
Reſentment ; the other receives him with 
an. unptejudic d Good- Nature; the 
Queſtion therefore, is, which of theſe 


does tight; had we indeed any Blaſphe - 
phemets ot God and Chriſt, it would 


not be amiſs to caution Men to have as 
little Communication with them as poſ- 


ſible, for Fear of the Infection ſpread- 


ing; but with ſuch as have the ſame 


B 


receive Additions to its Worth. But 


They Rand forther difioguilh'd, in 
that one is atm ' d with Violence, Ba. 
ther with a candid Temper, One think 


- . cauſe he is not of his-Communion ; the | : | 
other will befriend him notwithſtanding = 


Lord, the ſame God and Father wich us, 


and | 
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24.08 ) 
and only differ in what the great Ridley 
has call'd By- Matters and Circumſtances 
of Religion, our Partiality muſt be a 
Zeal without Knowledge: Truly, has 
the Apoſtle ſaid, that the Wrath of Man, 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Severity, indeed, may make Men Hypo- 
crites, but not fincere Converts; many 
have conform'd to avoid preſent Incon- 
veniences, but when the proper Seaſon 
has offer'd they have convinc'd the 
Werd they did but temporize. He a 
that expects to gain Proſelytes to his O- 
pinion whilſt he ſhews any Bitterneſs, 
will find himſelf miſtaken. Anger, Ill 
nature, and ſtich like Means, will damp 
the Progreſs of the beſt of Cauſes : Bet- 
ter, far better, is it by an univerſal kind 
Deportment to enſure the good Opinion 
and Eſteem of Men; then every Argu- 
ment will have its proper Weight, and 
even the Cauſe we are ſupporting will 
appear more amiable, *Tis therefore 
impolitic to deal roughly with thoſe that 
differ from us. But further, as Chriſtians 
we cannot do it, St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 
whe to 


A 


in the Margin) to judge their doubtful 2 4 


that eateth deſpiſe him that eateth not, 


= (19) 
to the Corinthians, has declared that he 
had no Right to judge them that are 
without, ordering that their Cenſures. 
ſhould be confin'd to thoſe of their own 
Communion, and that the reſt ſhould - a 
be left to God. Them that are weak ff 
in the Faith, ve are bid to receive, but 
not to doubtful Diſputation, or, (as it is 


Thoughts, for one believeth that be may. 
eat all Things, another who is weak eat 
eth Herbs; let not bim, ſays the Apoſtle, 


and let not him which eateth not judge 4 
bim that eatetb. The ſame Apoſtle, 
when he acquainted the Galatians, that - 
from the Bondage of the Law they had 2 
been called into the Liberty of the Goſ- - 
pel, cautions them not to uſe their Linn! 
berty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by 
Love to ſerve one another; i. e. tho they 
might be convinced that their Perſuaſion 

is the beſt, yet they were to avoid un- 


_ Charitable Reflections, Quarrels, or Re- | 


vilings, which are the Effects of a carnal , 


and a wicked Principle, and to oblige ö 


B 2 | the 
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the Members of the contrary Party with 
any Ad of Kindneſs in their Power; for, 
fays he, if ye bite and devour one ano- 
tber, take Heed that ye be not regards 7 
one of another. . 

Again, 7 bird] „One believes the 
Church can oblige Men to external Com- 
munion; the other that Men have a 
Right to judge for themſelves. Now if 
the firſt of theſe Opinions be true there 
ought to be an End of Proteſtantiſm; 
for (as the great Hoadly bas obſerved *) 
„Before the Reformation there was a 
Church, and an Order of Charchmen 
: veſted with all ſuch ſpiritual Autho- 
e rity as is the Eſſence of a Church, if 
* therefore, in Conſequence of this, 
*© they had a Right to oblige Chriſtians, 
« to what (for Inſtance) do we owe 
« the Church of England? If Church 
« Authority (ſays he) be a ſufficient 
© Obligation upon Men to determine 
i them, then our Forefathers ought not 


« in Conſcience to have ſeparated from 
« the 


* 


A Anſwer to the Committe, Chap. 1, Seck. 24. | 


« 9 
te the Church of Nome; but if Men are 
& to be their own Judges, and have a 
* Right to be determined by their own 
* private Judgment, then is the Refor- 
* mation juſtified,” 

But let us, in order ee 
Truth, ſuppoſe ſuch an Authority in the 
Church, yet where muſt this Authority 
be lodg'd? Common Senſe will anſwer, 
either in one particular eftabliſh's Church 
Lr in all; but not in all, for then every a 
Church — be for exerting this Po . 
er to the Damage of it's Neighbour, and“ 
Religion would be nothing but Confu- 
ſion; if in one Church, then common 
Reaſon confines it to the one true Church; 
for a falſe Church can have no Autho- 
rity ; it cannot be right that Men may 
be forc'd into a wrong Communion ; . 
Nor (according to this Suppoſition) can 
there be more than one true Church ; «4 
for they would all (if true) be alike en» a 
titled to this Authority. We muſt then 
enquire where the right Church is: In 
England we are prejudiced, and that very. 
ſtrongly, in Favour'of our own ; an Ta- 
lian 


Now whilſt all are alike confident, this 


IS 


| lian is no leſs poſitive in Support of his 


and at Geneva they condemn us both; 
vo Nation is without it's Claim to it. 


proves no more than that it is either e- 
very where, or no where; and take it 


on whether Side we will, the Authority 


we are ſpeaking of is of no Value, be- 
cauſe it is incapable of | being Per 
with Security. 
Still further, let us ſuppoſe, that the 
Church of England was demonſtrated, 


before all Men, to be the right Church, 


in Oppoſition to all other, yet ought we 
not to reſtrain the Freedom of any Man's 


Will in the Choice of his particular 


Mode of Worſhip; + for to aſſume 
the Power of ourſelves would he impious, 

and it is no where delegated to us. We 
cannot find it in our Bibles, for it is con- 
trary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; we 


have it not from Reaſon, for nothing is 
more nne: :I dare ay there are 


* 
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+ © By a Man's. Aiſlentng from the eſtabliſh d Mode 


aggiaſt ſuch Conviction as this, is not ſuppos d that 
| 6 


( 23 ) 
few, if any, of you, that would not 
think it fo, to be tore from this eſta- 
bliſh'd'Church, and to be compell'd to 
communicate in the Preſbyterian Mode; 
and ought we not to conſider that the 
Preſbyterian. thinks it as, cruel to be 
forc'd into the Church; he likes his 
Way as well as we like ours, why 
| ſhou'd we forcibly deprive him then of * 
the Satisfaction of believing, that he wer- _ 
ſhips God in the moſt acceptable Man- 
ner? To ſay that ours is the batter Way 
will avail us nothing ; he does not think 
| ſo; and if Reaſon does not prevail with 
him Compulſion cannot. | 
But it is Time that I proceed to make 
the proper Inferences. | 
And, Firf, From what has been Bo 
about Perfection in the Church, you 
may learn no longer to make her the 
Jeſt of her Enemies, by contending that 
ſhe has what ſhe lays no Claim to, and 
what indeed it would be Vanity to claim. 
The firſt Reformers were wiſe, and good 
Men, but the Common Prayer they 
publiſh'd was little better than Popery 
| itſelf ; 


! 
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itſelf; many indeed (as I have remark- 
ed already) have been the Alterations in 
it made ſince then but as, through the 
Unripeneſs of the Times, it never had 
any but imperfect Emendations, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe it capable of ſtil] fur- 
ther Improvements, ' A moſt ingenious, 
modeſt Addreſs to the Governors in 
Church and State, called the Candid Dr, 

guifitlons, has already been compil'd by 
ſome Members, (I believe Clergymen) 
of the Church of Exgiand, wherein a 
profound Regard has been ſhewn to the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity in general, and to 
the Intereſt of our national Church in 
particular; which whoever will peruſe, 
may ſee what our Liturgy is capable of 
being made — A Pattern fit for every 
Proteſtant Nation in the World. 
Hence you may like wiſe learn to be 
leſs alarm'd at the Report of Alterations 
in the Seryice of the Church. I be- 
lieve there may be Men at Work chat 
| "miſrepreſent this good Deſign ; that 

ptoclaim as formerly the Church's Dan- 
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ger ; but let no Arts like theſe deceive 
you; they muſt be Enemies in Diſguiſe 
that do it, or ſuch who have not ex- 
amin'd what they age to with ſuffi» 
_ cient Accuracy. IF 
What is wiſh'd for, your own great 
t Tillotſon himſelf attempted: This 
truly valuable Man, with ſome others 
bat little inferior to himſelf, being 
fonfible that the Want of a ſufficient | 
Review drew many Members from the 
Church, would have compromis'd the 
Difference in a Way detrimental to no 
one, beneficial to all; and had he not 
been oppos'd by ſome revengful Zea- 
lots, had certainly compleated what all 
good Men have wiſh'd for, ; had made 
this Church the undoubted Glory of 
the Reformation, and fix'd it unalter- 
ably firm aint the Aſſaclis e 
Pan. 2 

| But ente. Flow whit 1 8 ſaid 
of 
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| of Soxwerby, was baptized at the Pariſh Charch of 
| —＋ » Ofober 3, 1630. as appears * the Regilber 


W 


kept. 


I) 
of a charitable, good-natur'd Behaviour, 


you may learn to behave yourſelves can- 


didly towards them that differ from you, 
What is it to you by what Name your 
Neighbour chooſes to be diſtinguiſh'd, 
whilſt he is quiet with his Opinion ? 
Has not the Government thought fit to 
tolerate him? As good Subjects you 
are bound to do ſo too. But how is your 


| Hatred of him juſtified? Is there no 


Difference betwixt the Man and his O- 


. Pinion? The latter, if you believe it 


differs from the Truth, you are allow'd 


to hate; but the firſt, let him be Cbriſ. 


tian or Heathen, Mahometan of Few, 
let him be what he will, as Man, you 
are commanded to love him. Our Re- 


deemer came to manifeſt his Love to all, 


how unbecoming is it then, in any of his 
Diſciples, to ſhew themſelves uncharita- 


ble! How unworthy of the Pattern that 


he ſet us! We read that in her Infancy 
the Church had Men of narrow Princi. 
ples, that would condemn for Trifles, 


and raiſe Diſturbances without Neceſſity; 


but St, Paul commanded that, for the 


\ 
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Bake of. Peace, as they believ'd alike in 
Fundamentals, every Man ſhould be ful- 
ly perſuaded in his own Mind, or enjoy 
his own Sentiment ; well kaowing that 
both Sides did it out of a Point of Con» 
ſcience towards God, and for this Rea- 
ſon he: blames them, becauſe to bis own 
Maſter every Servant Rlandeth or falleth, 
reterring the Deciſion of ſuch Things 
to the Judgment of the great Day, 
when every one ſball give Accongnt of bim. 
ſelf to God, To cenſure, in ſuch Caſes, + 
then is to judge before the Time, is 
to rival the Almighty in what belongs 
to bimſelf alone; Wherefore let us nat 
judge one another any more, but rather 
comfort the feeble-minded, ſupport the 
weak, and be patient towards all Men; 
for this God will accept before Violence 
and Contention. 
Thirdly, From what has been faid a- 
bout Church Authority, you may learn 
to let every Man judge for himſelf in 
what belongs purely to Conſcience; 
"Tis Liberty that enables the Chriſtian 
to adore his Maſter in Sincerity; with- 
out this, Religion is but Mockery, and 


an 


appear'd that Spiritual Governors, when 
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an empty Name. When Popery indeed 
was acknowledg'd by our Forefathers to 
de right, they blindly gave the Reins of 
their Conſciences into the Hands of the 
Clergy who guided them as they thought 
proper; but when the Reformers, thoſe 
Friends to Liberty and Truth, aroſe, it 


they have made ſuch Regulations as they 
eſteem moſt fitting, can only ſtrive to re- 
concile Mankind to them by the Methods 
of Chriſtian Perſuaſion ; and furely it is 
| but reaſonable that they ſhou'd be limit- 
ed there; for, as all Conſtitutions are li- 
able to Miftakes, we ſhould be in a de- 
plorable Situation indeed, could we be 
forc'd to conform to Errors; and that 
this both has been, and ftill continues to 
be the Cafe in ſome particular Countries, 
will hardly be deny'd, Better is it then 
to abjure this Doctrine, to contend for 
Liberty of Conſcience, and to pray that 
the Power of forcing this, may never be 
laid Claim to by the Church. 

And now to conclude the Whole. 

If you fincerely wiſh to ſee an Union 

© - amongſt 


| ( 29 ) 

amongſt Proteſtants, and the Glory of 
the Church of England ſtill made bright- 
er, caſt off your Narrowneſs of think- 
ing, and put on that evangelical Charity 
which ought to be inleperable from every 
Diſciple of Jeſus Chri/t, abuſe no Man 
for his Way of thinking; for ſuppoſe 


ligion, the Fault is againſt God, not you, 
and where has he required ſuch Things 
at your Hands, that you ſhould reſent 
in his- Stead? Rather moderate your 
Tempers; and above all Things forbear 
to judge of any Man's Acceptance, for 
ſecret T bings belong fo God, In your 

Dealings with one another, never aſk 
what Perſuaſion any Man is of; that 
ought to make no Difference; for Ho- 
neſty is not confin'd to a Party. In Con- 
verſation neither blame nor defend what 
you do not underſtand; and whatſoever 
Diſpute you are engag'd i in, take Care 
that you conduct it in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, for the oppoſite Temper, 
with reaſoning Men, never fails to argue 


either a bad Cauſe, or a weak Defender 
| 2 3 


that any one ſhould profeſs a wrong Re- 


( 30 8 

of a good one. It is incumbent on you 
likewiſe that you be watchful over your 

own Conduct; if you are Friends to the 
Church you are Members of, you will 
be cautious about this, becauſe ſo much 
depends upon it, for if you behave your- 
ſelves in all Reſpects as becomes the Diſ- | 
ciples of the Meek, and Lowly Jeſus, 
others, won by your Example, will 
come over to your Perſuaſion; but if you 
live unworthy of your Profeſſion, being 
without Charity, and without that Faith 
which works by Love, it is not an angry, 
partial Carriage that will make yon ſuc- 
ceſcſul in the Cauſe of Chriſt and his re- 


formed Religion; on the contrary, by 


ſuch imprudent, as well as unchriſtian 
Meaſures, you lay the Foundation for 
Parties and Factions amongſt Proteſtants, 
and even take the readieſt way to deſtroy 
that Intereſt you wou'd be thought to 
ſtrengthen; for there is very great Dan- 
ger of Popery ſtealing in at theſe Breach- 
es. Finally, as the neglecting to reform 
what appears neceſſary to be reform'd, 

has given tack a Blow to the Church, 


chat 


4 : 
("gn F 
het, all her Friends muſt grieve to think 
upon, you ought to be well- affected to- 
wards a further Review of the Liturgy. 
When the Cauſe is remov'd, we may 
' ſuppoſe the Effect to ceaſe; at preſent 
we are ſenſible that many, but too many, 
eſteem our Form of Worſhip unworthy - 
of their Conformity ; the making it as 
pure as poſſible, as it muſt filence the 
Objections of all reaſonable Men, could 
not fail therefore to recommend it to the 
Eſteem. of the valuable Part of our Diſ- 
ſenting Chriſtian Brethren, who are diſ- 
pos'd, upon reaſonable Terms, to unite 
themſelves to us, and to live together 
with us in the uniform Practice of the 


ſame Faith, as one Fold, under one 
Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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Kight, and the Pretender's Legitimacy. . Proofs — 
Fai 


* 


Juſt publiſſd by R. Whitworth, 
Printer, Stationer, Bookſeller and Auctioneer, at the 
- Feathers, io Mbcharch. Lone, Landen, and Sold at his 

Shop id Manche, ', 

I, D1s38zTATION upon SUPERSTITION in 
| Natural Things. By Sauozt Was TE Ts 
Doctor and Profefior of Divinity at Baxi in Switger- 
land. To which are added, Occafional Thooghis 6g 
the Power of curing the King's Eil, aſcribed to the 
KinGcs of England. | 
—— Refuſe profane, and old Wives Fables, and exercify 
thylelf rather unto Gadlinefs. 1. Tan. iv, 7. 

. FO SSAYS againſt Popery, Slavery, and Arbitrar 
4 Power, Fabliſhed during the 2 unnatural Re. 
bellion, io the Years 1745 and 1746, viz. The bx 
Farmers Letter's to the Proteſtants of Ireland. On the 
Want of Charity in the Romiſh Church, and\ſeverl 
other abſurd Doctrines of the Papiſts. Remazks pn the 
Pretender's Declaration, and on the dreadful Conſe- 


quences of a ſucceſsful French Invaſion. On, Hereditary 
e 


Papills do not think themſelves obliged t eep 

with Hereticks. Articles of the Papitt Creeds with Re- 
marks: Principles of the Whigs and Jacobites 'compa- 
red. Aud os (everal other, important Suhjecti. By the 
late Mr. Gon don, Author of the lrdependent ig, 
and others. Price 18 d. in Boards, or 2 8. in Calf. 


3. THE General Judgment, a Viſion ; or an At- 
tempt to repreſent the Solemn Proceſs of the 
laſt Day, in a Dialogue berwixt Matarus and Cri/pinus, 


Primitive Biſhops under Perſecution. Price 6d, 


4. COMPLEAT Manual of Family and Private 
Devotions, fitted for great Variety of Caſes, 
collected from the Writings of Bp. Taylor, Bp. Kenn, 
Bp. Patrick, Mr. Kettlewell, Mr. Sptnckes, Mr. Nel. 


Von, Dr. Horneck, Dr. Scott, Dr. Inet, and other emi. 


nent Divines of the Church of Eng/and. With a ſerious 

Exhortation'to Family Prayer, extracted from the Works 

of the late Bp. Gib, To which are added, Anſwers 

to the moſt material Objections againſt Prayer. 

Where daily Prayer is neplefied, I cannot fee how any 
Family can be eflcem'd Chriſtians, or indeed to have any 
Religion at all, Tiilotſon's Sermons, V. 1 p. 48cs 


